Oblmu Mcrpebutens Ix-9, oTmuuaBmmiics
XOpOIIEeii MaHEBPEHHOCTBIO M BBICOKOIA
cKopocThio (500 KM B Yac), BEICOTOI Moje-
Ta 10 6-7 THICSY METPOB, MUHUMAIBHOM
BBICOTOH moyieta 10 50 MeTpoR, 37-MWUIN-
METPOBOM IIYIIKOM, a TakKe IITYPMOBUK
Wn-2 1 6omGapnuposiuk [1e-2.

...Ha paccgete 19 cenrstopsa 1942 rona,
TONYIHB crie3ananne, Bukrop I'pyouy
MOJTHSUT B HeOO camoret P-5 Hal nepeBHeit
XareHKH. B mosbKax nog KpbUIbSIMU caMmo-
JieTa PasMECTUIMCH TIIECTh YEJOBEK, KOTO-
PBIX HYXHO OBbUIO HOCTABUTH B IEPEBHIO
YepHast ['pg3sb, uto B 7 kM oT MockebL. 3a-
JTAHWE XOTh ¥ OTBETCTBEHHOE, HO HE CIIOXK-
Hoe. [loner mpoxommn nopMansHo. Brpyr
CaMOIIET IOTEPST YIIPABIECHUE W C TIATAAC-
CATUMETPOBOW BBICOTHI PYXHYJ Ha 3eMIIIO.
Jletank ymapuiicst ronoBoii o IWTypBa, mo-
Tepsut cosnanue. Lltypman BouteTeNn 13 Ka-
OMHBI, OTHENAICS JIETKUMH yIuoamu. Buk-
Top I'pydud Bckope Tipuuen B ce6s, BbUIE3
¥3 KaOMHBI M BMECTE CO IITYPMAHOM OCMO-
TPET TIOKOPEXEHHBII camoeT. B ymonbkax,
MO KPbUIbSIMU OHM YBHWACTH DPAHEHBIX U
norubumx. Bekope mpmexana mammHa u
BCEX OTBE3IU B caH4yacTh. Hauanoch pa3ou-
DATENBCTBO. Besr Jompockl HAaYaIbHKK 0CO-
00ro oTmena, 4enoBek 0e3 sMoumit. emio
OBLIO CEPBE3HBIM — TIOTEPSUIA MPEKPACHBIX
CIICLIMAIMCTOB, HYXHBIX (DpoHTy. Bruio
TpeBoxXHO. [Tocite ocmoTpa camorera Bbisic-
HWIOCH, YTO JIETYMK B aBApUU HE MIOBUHEH
— OBIT IEPEOUT TPOC PYJIA BBICOTHL. ..

The airmen were deeply worried. Yet all of
them were confident that the Red Army would
quickly fend off the aggression. Nobody even
could imagine that this Great Patriotic War
was going to be one of the longest and by far
the bloodiest this country ever fought.

Many pilots, among them Grubich, wrote
petitions asking to be sent to the battlefront.
The high Command, however, decided oth-
erwise, since even there, deep in the rear,
were keenly needed top pilots-instructors.

Viktor Grubich got to the frontline only on
August 20, 1942. He was attached to 615 night
intruder regiment of 213 division. Within five
days he flew his first combat mission: under the
cover of darkness he bombed Yukhnovo railway
station where had amassed the Nazi armour.

Throughout the Great Patriotic War our
night-time aviation was doing a tremendous
job. The Nazis simply could not counter the
dare-devil Russian aces who bombed to
pieces their communications, supplied the
partisans with weaponry, air-dropped and
then picked up the spies, conducted aerial
surveillance bringing invaluable information
on enemy’s positions and intentions.

Cuactnuesie auu 1945 ropa. B. Fpy6uy u J1. Yynuuoea
The happy days of 1945. V. Grubich and L. Chudinova

Viktor Grubich has had his hands on the
controls of many different planes including
R-5, Yak-9, 11-2 and Po-2.

In his opinion of the pilot-veteran, the best
Soviet war-time aircraft were I1-2 strafing
plane, Pe-2 bomber and Yak-9 fighter that
offered excellent agility, high speed of up to
500kmph, 6-7 thousand meters ceiling, mini-
mum altitude of 50 meters and carried 37-mm
caliber gun.

On September 19, 1942, at dawn Viktor
Grubich took off his R-5 airplane from near
by Khatenki village. Under the wings, in the
nacelles were huddling six men to be airlift-
ed to Chernaya Gryaz village, 7km away
from Moscow. The task, albeit laden with
responsibility, didn’t seem complex. All of a
sudden the airplane went out of control and
from a 50-meter altitude crashed into the
ground. The pilot Grubich had his head
banged against the control column and lost
consciousness. The navigator escaped with
only minor injuries. He rushed to help his
mate. Once Grubich came to his senses,
they climbed together out of the cockpit,
looked underneath the wings and saw the
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blood: in the nacelles were lying dead and
wounded. A truck arrived and took them all
to hospital. Inquiry was launched conducted
personally by the chief of anti-sabotage
department — a man of utter equanimity. It
was a very serious matter — those lost were
outstanding specialists whom all the army
mourned. Both airmen were feeling deep
anxiety. But a meticulous inspection of the
airplane wreckage soon revealed that the
accident was not a fault of either: the eleva-
tor cable had been severed.

After recovery Viktor Grubich and his nav-
igator returned to their combat duties. Yet
many times in his career the pilot Grubich
came within a whisker of fatality. He never
spoke at length about that. Nor did he boast of
his decorations.

‘For Valour’ medal, two orders of Combat
Red Banner, an order of Red Star are the
insignia of a true hero. In addition, Viktor
Grubich wears on his lapel an order of Great
Patriotic War of the first degree, many medals
and an order of Gallantry, about which below.

The War went on. The Soviet Army
scored strategically important victories at
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